
 
 Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality is responsible for:  
- Definition, promotion and protection of women's rights in the Union and related Community measures; 
- The promotion of women's rights in third countries; 
- Equal opportunities policy, including equality between men and women with regard to labour market opportunities and treatment at work; 
- The removal of all forms of discrimination based on sex; 
- The implementation and further development of gender mainstreaming in all policy sectors; 
- The follow-up and implementation of international agreements and conventions involving the rights of women; 
- Information policy on women. 
 

 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
At the last comittee meeting before 
the summer break we will get an 
opportunity to discuss the priorities 
of the Polish Presidency in the field 
of gender equality. We are of 
course particularly interested in the 
advancement of negotiations on 
the Maternity leave Directive, but 

also to learn about any initiatives in the field of 
violence against women, and on how women's socio-
economic positions can be strengthened in this very 
difficult economic situation. Our committee has 
always emphasised the need for a gender 
perspective in the economic policy. At this meeting 
we will not only adopt amendments to the EU budget, 
but an opinion with recommendations for the EU 
economic policy coordination will also be adopted, 
outlining the need for gender assessment and 
benchmarks for the National Reform Programmes. 
Eva-Britt Svensson 
13 - 14 JULY – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 

 Exchange of views with Ms Jolanta Fedak, Minister 
of Labour and Social Policy, Polish Presidency and 
Ms Elzbieta Radziszewska, Government Plenipo-
tentiary for Equal Treatment, Polish Presidency 

 Delegation of the Committee on Women's Rights 
and Gender Equality to Warsaw on 16-18 May 
2011 - exchange of views 

 The contribution of EU policies promoting equality 
between men and women in combating youth 
crime - consideration of draft report 

 Parliament's position on the 2012 Draft Budget as 
modified by the Council - all sections - considera-
tion of budgetary amendments 

 The European Platform against poverty and social 
exclusion - consideration of draft opinion 

 The European Dimension in Sport - consideration 
of draft opinion 

 The situation of single mothers - consideration of 
amendments 

 The situation of fundamental rights in the European 
Union (2010) - consideration of draft opinion 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON 
 Situation of women approaching retirement age - 

adoption of draft report 
 Green Paper: From challenges to opportunities: 

towards a common strategic framework for EU re-
search and innovation funding - adoption of draft 
opinion 

 The Agenda for New Skills and Jobs - adoption of 
draft opinion 

 The role of property rights, property ownership and 
wealth creation in eradicating poverty and fostering 
sustainable development in developing countries - 
adoption of draft opinion 

 The European Semester for economic policy coor-
dination - adoption of draft opinion 

Date:  Wednesday, 13 July, 15.00 - 18.30 

Thursday, 14 July, 9.00 - 12.30 

Venue:  PHS - 5B001 meeting room, Brussels 

Live web streaming of the meeting here.  
 

PRIORITIES OF THE POLISH PRESIDENCY  
Exchange of views 

The exchange of views with 
Ms Jolanta Fedak, Minister 
of Labour and Social Policy 
and Ms Elzbieta 
Radziszewska, Government 

Plenipotentiary for Equal Treatment takes place on 
13 July in the context of the traditional presentation 
by the incoming presidency of its priorities and 
programme in the committee's area of responsibility.  

THE CONTRIBUTION OF EU POLICIES 
PROMOTING EQUALITY BETWEEN MEN AND 
WOMEN IN COMBATING YOUTH CRIME  
Consideration of draft report  

The aim of the revised draft report is to emphasize the 
importance of parental responsibility and the need to 
invest into and develop human and social capital in or-
der to combat youth crime in a more efficient way.  

Rapporteur: Anna Záborská (EPP) 

PARLIAMENT'S POSITION ON THE 2012 DRAFT 
BUDGET AS MODIFIED BY THE COUNCIL 
Consideration of budgetary amendments 

FEMM committee adopted its opinion on the Com-
mission's draft budget for 2012 on 25 May, which was 
transmitted to BUDG committee and was incorpo-
rated in the EP resolution on the mandate for the 
trilogue on the 2012 draft budget. Now the committee 
will discuss the figures and remarks to next year's 
budget proposed by the draftsperson. Members will 
then have an opportunity to table further budgetary 
amendments.  
Draftsperson: Barbara Matera (EPP) 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Committee-on-Womens-Rights-and-Gender-Equality-of-the-European-Parliament/155117734542772�
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=EN
http://pl2011.eu/sites/default/files/users/shared/o_prezydencja/programme_of_the_polish_presidency_of_the_council_of_the_eu.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/pr/871/871755/871755fr.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-462.705+02+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P7-TA-2011-0296&language=EN&ring=A7-2011-0230


THE EUROPEAN PLATFORM AGAINST POVERTY 
AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION  
Consideration of draft opinion 

The European Platform against poverty and social 
exclusion is one of the flagship initiatives that were 
presented in the Commission Communication on EU 
2020 Strategy. The communication underlines that 
"the gender divide is clearly visible and women are 
generally more at risk (of poverty) than men". There-
fore the committee decided to draft an opinion to ad-
dress this issue.  

For more information, please contact 
FEMM secretariat: - tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 43773 - e-mail: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

FEMM website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=FEMM  
Link to committee meeting documents: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/femm/femm_7leg_meetinglist.htm  

 

 

Draftsperson: Anna Záborská (EPP) 

THE EUROPEAN DIMENSION IN SPORT 

Consideration of draft opinion 

The draft opinion of the 
FEMM committee to the 
report of the CULT com-
mittee creates the oppor-
tunity to foster the gender 
perspective as regards 
several actions foreseen at 

EU level in this field, such as initiatives under the 
Lifelong Learning Programme relating to physical 
activity at school; European guidelines on combined 
sports training and general education; support trans-
national projects promoting women's access to lead-
ership positions in sport and access to sport for 
women in a disadvantaged position and include sport 
in the database and network of women in leadership 
positions. 
Draftsperson: Joanna Senyszyn (S&D) 

THE SITUATION OF SINGLE MOTHERS  

mmittee, ahead of the vote after the 

Consideration of amendments 

The Rapporteur presented her draft report to the 
committee at its meeting in May and a deadline for 
amendments was opened. Members of the commit-
tee tabled 164 amendments, which will be now dis-
cussed in the co
summer break.  
Draftsperson: Barbara Matera (EPP) 

 
 OF FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS IN 

ided 
ft opinion.  

THE SITUATION
THE EU (2010) 
Consideration of draft opinion 
The LIBE committee draws up its annual own-
initiative report on the situation of fundamental rights 
in the EU. The entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon 
created a new situation in the EU in the field of hu-
man rights by making the Charter of Fundamental 
Rights legally binding, thus transforming basic values 
into concrete rights. The FEMM committee dec
to contribute to this report with its dra
Draftsperson: Nicole Sinclaire (NI) 

THE SITUATION OF WOMEN APPROACHING 

e amend-
will vote.  

RETIREMENT AGE  
Adoption of draft report 
Following the discussion of the draft report in May, 
Members tabled 94 amendments to the text. In order 

to have a more consensual report as a result, the 
Rapporteur proposed further compromis
ments, on which the committee 
Rapporteur: Edit Bauer (EPP) 

TOWARDS A COMMON STRATEGIC 
FRAMEWORK FOR EU RESEARCH AND 

 

 the Committee on Industry, Research 

INNOVATION FUNDING 
Adoption of draft opinion 

The draft opinion was presented to the committee at 
its previous meeting and 32 amendments have been 
tabled and the draftsperson proposed some com-
promise amendments. The final opinion, as adopted 
will be sent to
and Energy.  
Draftsperson: Britta Thomsen (S&D) 

THE AGENDA FOR NEW SKILLS AND JOBS  

The 
io

Adoption of draft opinion 

The discussion of the draft opinion 
took place at the previous committee 
meeting, 61 amendments were tabled 
until the deadline. In order to focus on 
the gender dimension of the issue, 
the draftsperson proposed further 
compromise amendments. 
adopted opin n will be sent to the 

EMPL committee.  
Draftsperson: Joanna Katarzyna Skrzydlewska
(EPP) 

 

 
TY 

RING 

ents, as 
s and the final 

THE ROLE OF PROPERTY RIGHTS, PROPER
OWNERSHIP AND WEALTH CREATION IN 
ERADICATING POVERTY AND FOSTE
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES - Adoption of draft opinion 
The committee had an exchange of views on the 
draft opinion at its previous meeting and 34 
amendments have been tabled to the text. The com-
mittee will now vote on the text, the amendm
well as some compromise amendment
opinion will be sent to the DEVE committee.  
Draftsperson: Silvia Costa (S&D) 

THE EUROPEAN SEMESTER FOR ECONOMIC 

mise amendments 
will 

) 

POLICY COORDINATION  
Adoption of draft opinion 

The committee will now vote on the draft opinion, the 
29 amendments and the compro
put forward by the draftsperson. The final opinion 
be sent to the ECON committee.  
Draftsperson: Marije Cornelissen (Greens/EFA

 

ex-
hange views about the implementation of the Presi-

dency Programme in the field of gender equality.  
 

DELEGATION TO WARSAW ON 16-18 MAY 
Exchange of views 

The committee delegation visited Warsaw in May, in 
the context of the upcoming Polish Presidency of the 
Council of the EU. The aim of the visit was to learn 
about gender equality policies in Poland and 
c

Details of the next meeting 
Monday, 29 August, 15.00 - 18.30 

Tuesday, 30 August, 9.00 - 12.30 
Thursday, 15 Sept., 9.00 - 10.30 (Strasbourg) 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=961
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-464.998+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/am/871/871284/871284en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/pa/868/868167/868167en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/am/871/871123/871123en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/pa/868/868010/868010en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/am/871/871282/871282en.pdf
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