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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
Mikael Gustafsson 

It is a pleasure to welcome you all 
back to the Parliament and especially 
to resume the activities in the 
Committee on Women's Rights and 
Gender Equality. We have an 
interesting autumn ahead of us with 
a range of different important issues, 

which are crucial for the future development of the 
EU gender equality agenda. We are delighted to 
know that the Cypriot Presidency is prioritising the 
work on violence against women. This issue is one of 
the core issues of the FEMM Committee and we 
therefore are ready to move this agenda forward 
together. Our first Committee meeting will start with 
votes on three opinions. After the votes we are 
looking forward to welcome two members of the 
European Institute for Gender Equality, EIGE 
Experts' Forum, for an exchange of views on their 
experiences during their mandate. Moreover we will 
discuss the opinion on the Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014-2020, where it is essential to 
emphasise that a gender responsive budgeting 
process should be included in all its stages. We will 
also exchange our views about the draft opinions on 
the 2012 priorities within the European Semester 
process, and on the future programmes: 'Justice' 
and 'Rights and Citizenship' for the years 2014 and 
2020, which are of crucial importance from the point 
f gender equality.  o

 
3 SEPTEMBER – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 
 Exchange of views with two members of the EIGE 

Experts' Forum, designated by the European 
Parliament 

 The European Semester for economic policy 
coordination: Implementation of 2012 priorities 
- consideration of draft opinion 

 Interim report in the interests of achieving a 
positive outcome of the Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014-2020 - consideration of draft 
opinion 

 Justice Programme for 2014-2020 - 
consideration of draft opinion 

 Establishing the Rights and Citizenship 
Programme 2014 - 2020 - consideration of 
amendments 

 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON 
 Establishing a financing instrument for 

development cooperation - adoption of draft 
opinion 

 General budget of the European Union for the 
financial year 2013 - all sections - adoption of 
budgetary amendments 

 The EU 2011 Report on Policy Coherence for 
Development - adoption of amendments 

Date: Monday, 3 September, 15.00-18.30 
Venue: József Antall building, Room 6Q2, Brussels 

Live web streaming of the meeting here.  
 

JUSTICE PROGRAMME FOR 2014-2020  

ctivities 
financed through this Progra

Consideration of draft opinion 
Rapporteur: Mariya Gabriel (EPP) 

The general objective of 
the Commission's 
proposal is to contribute 
to the creation of a 
genuine area of justice 
through promoting 
judicial cooperation in civil 
and criminal matters. The 

proposal clearly states that "regular monitoring and 
evaluation should be carried out to assess the way 
in which gender equality and anti-discrimination 
issues are addressed in the Programme's activities" 
and that "where relevant, indicators should be 
disaggregated by sex, age and disability". The 
FEMM draft opinion aims to reinforce the gender 
perspective in this proposal and the mainstreaming 
of equality between women and men and 
antidiscrimination objectives in all the a

mme. 

ESTABLISHING THE RIGHTS AND 
CITIZENSHIP PROGRAMME 2014 - 2020  

ote will take place at the next committee meeting.  
 

Consideration of amendments 
Draftsperson: Regina Bastos (EPP) 

Members of the committee discussed the draft 
opinion at the July meeting, when the deadline for 
amendments was also set. The 87 amendments 
tabled to the original text well reflect the 
importance attached to this future programme. The 
committee will now discuss the amendments in 
view of possible compromise amendments. The 
v
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EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH THE MEMBERS OF 
THE EIGE EXPERTS' FORUM, DESIGNATED BY 
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

ESTABLISHING A FINANCING INSTRUMENT 
FOR DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION  
Adoption of draft opinion 
Draftsperson: Rodi Kratsa-Tsagaropoulou (EPP) Members will have a discussion 

with Ms Willemien Ruygrok and 
Ms Miren Arantza Madariaga 
Aberasturi, members of the 
Experts' Forum of the Gender 
Institute (EIGE), nominated by 
the European Parliament. The 
Experts' Forum is a consultative 
boday established to support 
the Director in ensuring the 

excellence and independence of the Institute. The 
European Parliament nominates two experts (with 
two substitutes) for a total mandate of 3 years. As 
foreseen in the internal rules of the Institute, the 
experts' term of office will expire in December 2012 
and this occasion provides a good opportunity to 
sum up the experts' experiences so far.  

The draftsperson presented the draft opinion at the 
previous committee meeting. Following the 
discussion Members tabled 64 amendments. The 
committee will now vote on the original text and 
the amendments and the final opinion will be sent 
to the DEVE committee.  

GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2013 - ALL 
SECTIONS - ADOPTION OF BUDGETARY 
AMENDMENTS 
Adoption of budgetary amendments 
Rapporteur: Mary Honeyball (S&D) 
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POLICY COORDINATION: IMPLEMENTATION 
OF 2012 PRIORITIES  budgetary amendments will be put to the vote and 

the adopted amendments will then be sent to the 
Committee on Budgets.  

Consideration of draft opinion 
Draftsperson: Barbara Matera (EPP) 

The committee decided to draft an 
opinion to the ECON committee's 
upcoming draft report on this 
subject. The draft opinion calls for 
the integration of the gender 
perspective into the European 
Semester process by by taking 
into account women’s needs and 
situation when implementing the 

policy guidance given in the Annual Growth Survey. 
Furthermore it emphasises the relevant gender 
issues, such as insufficient indicators, pay gap and 
women's employment situation.  

The EU 2011 report on policy coherence for 
development  
Adoption of draft opinion  
Draftsperson: Andrea Češková (ECR) 

Following the discussion at its previous meeting, the 
committee will now vote on the draft opinion and 
the 44 amendments, which have been tabled to the 
original text. The final text will be sent to the DEVE 
committee.  

Details of the next meeting 

INTERIM REPORT IN THE INTERESTS OF 
ACHIEVING A POSITIVE OUTCOME OF THE 
MULTIANNUAL FINANCIAL FRAMEWORK 
2014-2020  

19 September, 15.00 - 18.30, Brussels 
20 September, 9.00 - 12.30, Brussels 

Consideration of draft opinion 
Rapporteur: Inês Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) 

The current draft opinion is based 
on the previously discussed 
working document and the 
workshop held in January on the 
same subject. The draft opinion is 
linked to the BUDG committee's 
interim report in the context of 
the ongoing MFF procedure and it 
was prepared with the aim to 

outline the FEMM committee's views and priorities 
as regards the upcoming Multiannual Financial 
Framework (MFF) for the years 2014-2020. The 
text lays down general as well as specific remarks, 
regarding gender budgeting, the continued need for 
gender-specific programmes, earmarking of funds 
and it also contains suggestions for modifications in 
the MFF Regulation.  
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