
 
 Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality is responsible for:  
- Definition, promotion and protection of women's rights in the Union and related Community measures; 
- The promotion of women's rights in third countries; 
- Equal opportunities policy, including equality between men and women with regard to labour market opportunities and treatment at work; 
- The removal of all forms of discrimination based on sex; 
- The implementation and further development of gender mainstreaming in all policy sectors; 
- The follow-up and implementation of international agreements and conventions involving the rights of women; 
- Information policy on women. 
 

 

NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
 

Our committee will at its upcoming 
meeting deal with several important 
files linked to the EU Structural 
Funds, budget, the concept of green 
economy and women's working con-
ditions in the service sector. These 
discussions and decisions will indi-
cate our priorities for the EU budget 
2013, our visions for a green and sus-

tainable economy and will take stock of the of the ser-
vice industry from a gender aspect. Moreover, we will 
vote on opinions establishing our politics for the next 
period of EU Structural Funds. These files are central to 
how we as politicians imagine the economy, which in-
vestments we identify as necessary, how we imagine 
the redistribution of resources, and how to achieve so-
cial development and gender equality. At the time of a 
deepened crisis in the euro zone, with harsh effects on 
women across Europe, these discussions are of great 
importance, and I invite you to follow our meeting live or 
via the internet web streaming! 
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30 MAY – MEETING AGENDA IN BRIEF 

 The role of women in the green economy - consid-
eration of draft report 

 Women's working conditions in the service sector - 
consideration draft report 

 Establishing a financing instrument for the 
promotion of democracy and human rights 
worldwide - consideration of draft opinion 

 Common provisions on European Funds and re-
pealing Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 - considera-
tion of draft opinion 

 Delegation of the Committee on Women's Rights 
and Gender Equality to Cyprus, 2 - 4 May 2012 - 
exchange of views 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON 
 European Social Fund and repeal of Regulation 

(EC) No 1081/2006 - adoption of draft opinion 
 EU Programme for Social Change and Innovation - 

adoption of draft opinion  
 European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (2014 - 

2020) - adoption of draft opinion 
 Establishing a European Neighbourhood Instru-

ment - adoption of draft opinion 
 2013 Budget - Mandate for Trilogue - adoption of 

draft opinion 

 Social Business Initiative - Creating a favourable 
climate for social enterprises, key stakeholders in 
the social economy and innovation - adoption of 
amendments 

 Enhanced intra-EU solidarity in the field of asylum - 
adoption of amendments 

 The Annual Report from the Council to the Euro-
pean Parliament on the Common Foreign and Se-
curity Policy - consideration and adoption of 
amendments 

 Support from the European Regional Development 
Fund to the 'European territorial cooperation' goal - 
adoption of amendments 

 Specific provisions concerning the European Re-
gional Development Fund and the 'Investment for 
growth and jobs' goal and repeal of Regulation 
(EC) No 1080/2006 - adoption of amendments 

FEMM-JURI JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING (30 May, 
12.00-12.30) 
 Mutual recognition of protection measures in civil 

matters - adoption of a negotiation mandate 
FEMM-LIBE JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING (30 May, 
15.00-15.45) 
 Minimum standards on the rights, support and pro-

tection of victims of crime - exchange of views 
Date: Wednesday, 30 May, 9.00-12.30 & 15.00-17.30 

Venue:  Altiero Spinelli building, Room 5G3, Brussels 

Live web streaming of the meeting here.  
 

WOMEN'S WORKING CONDITIONS IN THE 
SERVICE SECTOR  

Consideration of draft report  
The draft report approaches the 
working conditions within the 
service sector from a gender 
perspective. Amongst the main 
issues addressed by the Rap-
porteur are: labour market seg-
regation, flexible working ar-
rangements, gender pay gap, 

the glass ceiling, parallel economy and the crisis, work-
life balance, digital divide between the sexes and vio-
lence against women on the workplace.  
Rapporteur: Iratxe García Pérez (S&D) 

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN THE GREEN 
ECONOMY  
Consideration of draft report 
A public hearing held on 27 February examined green 
economy from a gender perspective. The hearing also 
served as an input to this draft report, which aims to 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Committee-on-Womens-Rights-and-Gender-Equality-of-the-European-Parliament/155117734542772�
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/FEMM/events.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/pr/900/900055/900055en.pdf


formulate some recommendations to address the 
gender equality issues which 
have been identified in this 
field. The main chapters of the 
text deal with sustainable con-
sumption, transport, the wel-
fare sector and green jobs, 
and sustainable policies in 
international relations.  

For more information, please contact 
FEMM secretariat: - tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 43773 - e-mail: femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

FEMM website: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=FEMM  
Link to committee meeting documents: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/femm/femm_7leg_meetinglist.htm  

 

 

Rapporteur: Mikael Gustafsson (GUE/NGL) 
 

 

JOINT COMMITTEE PROCEDURES 
 

MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF PROTECTION 
MEASURES IN CIVIL MATTERS  
FEMM-JURI - Consideration of amendments 
Following the previous joint meeting of the two commit-
tees, JURI and FEMM Members will now hold an orien-
tation vote in order to adopt a negotiation mandate, 
which will be followed by trilogues with the participa-
tion of Council and Commission.  
Rapporteur in FEMM: Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE) 
Rapporteur in JURI: Antonio López-Istúriz White 
(EPP)

 
MINIMUM STANDARDS ON THE RIGHTS, 
SUPPORT AND PROTECTION OF VICTIMS OF 
CRIME  
FEMM-LIBE - Exchange of views on the negotiations 
with the Commission and the Council 
The two Rapporteurs give a feedback to the Members 
of the LIBE and FEMM committees about the latest 
developments of the negotiations with the Commission 
and Council on this dossier. The four trilogues fol-
lowed the orientation vote held in the committees ear-
lier this year.  
Rapporteur in FEMM: Antonyia Parvanova (ALDE) 
Rapporteur in LIBE: Teresa Jiménez-Becerril Bar-
rio (EPP)  
 

ESTABLISHING A FINANCING INSTRUMENT FOR 
THE PROMOTION OF DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN 
RIGHTS WORLDWIDE  
Consideration of draft opinion 
It is stated that "gender equality and women's rights 
are fundamental human rights and a question of 
social justice and their promotion is a strong 
component of this Regulation", and that the scope of 
the Instrument is to, among others, "promote the 
equal participation of men and women in social, 
economic and political life, and support [...] equality 
of opportunity, and the participation and political 
representation of women", and to promote the rights 
of women. The aim of the FEMM draft opinion is to 
emphasize this approach. 
Draftsperson: Barbara Matera (EPP) 

 
COMMON PROVISIONS ON EUROPEAN FUNDS 
AND REPEALING REGULATION (EC) NO 1083/2006 
Consideration of draft opinion 
The draft opinion aims to include a stronger gender 
perspective in the common provisions on the follow-
ing different funds: European Regional Development 
Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund (ESF), the 
Cohesion Fund (CF), the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development (EAFRD) and the future 

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF). 
These important funds pursue complementary policy 
objectives and their management is shared between 
the Member States and the Commission.  
Draftsperson: Inês Cristina Zuber (GUE/NGL) 

 
EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND AND REPEAL OF 
REGULATION (EC) NO 1081/2006 
Adoption of draft opinion 
Following the discussion of the draft opinion at its previ-
ous meeting, FEMM committee will now vote on the 
draftsperson's text and the 27 amendments tabled. The 
final opinion will be sent to the EMPL committee.  
Draftsperson: Tadeusz Cymański (EFD) 

EU PROGRAMME FOR SOCIAL CHANGE AND 
INNOVATION  

Adoption of draft opinion 
The draftsperson presented her 
text to the FEMM Members in 
April and now they will vote on 
the draft opinion and the 28 
amendments tabled until the 
deadline. The final text will be 
sent to the EMPL committee.  

Draftsperson: Barbara Matera (EPP) 
 

EUROPEAN GLOBALISATION ADJUSTMENT 
FUND (2014 - 2020) 
Adoption of draft opinion 
FEMM committee discussed the draft opinion at its 
March meeting, to which 14 amendments were tabled. 
The committee will now vote on the original text and the 
amendments and the final text will be sent to the EMPL 
committee. 
Draftsperson: Vilija Blinkevičiūtė (S&D) 

ESTABLISHING A EUROPEAN 
NEIGHBOURHOOD INSTRUMENT 
Adoption of draft opinion 
The draft opinion was discussed in April and 30 
amendments were tabled until the deadline. Following 
the vote, the final opinion will be sent to the AFET 
committee.  
Draftsperson: Emine Bozkurt (S&D) 

2013 BUDGET - MANDATE FOR TRILOGUE  
Adoption of draft opinion 
The committee discussed the draft opinion at its pre-
vious meeting. In view of the recently presented 

Commission's draft 
budget Members tabled 
52 amendments. After 
the vote in committee, 

the opinion will be transferred to the Committee on 
Budgets (BUDG).  
Draftsperson: Mary Honeyball (S&D) 

DELEGATION OF THE COMMITTEE TO CYPRUS  
Exchange of views 
On 2-4 May a delegation from 
FEMM Committee visited 
Nicosia, Cyprus in the context 
of the upcoming Cypriot 
Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union from July to December 2012. The 
aim of the visit was to learn about gender equality poli-
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uality.  

cies in Cyprus and to exchange views about the imple-
mentation of the Presidency Programme in the field of 
gender eq

 The Annual Report from the Council to the Euro-
pean Parliament on the Common Foreign and Secu-
rity Policy (AFET) 

 Support from the European Regional Development 
Fund to the 'European territorial cooperation' goal 
(REGI) 

 
GENDER MAINSTREAMING AMENDMENTS 
At their current meeting the committee will adopt so 
called "gender mainstreaming amendments" to be 
directly tabled to the report of other committees, un-
der the concept of gender mainstreaming in the work 
of EP committees. Amendments to the following re-
ports will be adopted:  

 Specific provisions concerning the European Re-
gional Development Fund and the 'Investment for 
growth and jobs' goal and repeal of Regulation (EC) 
No 1080/2006 (REGI) 

 

Details of the next meeting  Social Business Initiative - Creating a favourable 
climate for social enterprises, key stakeholders in 
the social economy and innovation (EMPL) 

4 June, 15.00 - 18.30 

Public hearing on  
 Enhanced intra-EU solidarity in the field of asylum 

(LIBE) 
The situation of women in North Africa 
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