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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
Mikael Gustafsson 

Both in the EU countries, as well as 
in our immediate neighbourhood, 
women's rights and gender equality 
are facing important challenges at 
present. The economic crisis and the 
measures taken by decision-makers 
at different levels tend to hit women 

harder than men, and gender equality objectives 
are too often downgraded. I am therefore looking 
forward to our committee's first exchange of views 
on the report on the "Impact of the economic crisis 
on gender equality and women's rights". Currently 
we can also see that the rights of women in the 
transition countries in North Africa, and in particular 
in Egypt and Tunisia, are being threatened. Our 
committee will discuss the report addressing these 
situations and what the EU could do to support 
women's rights actors in these countries, and we 
expect the European Commission services to take 
our views on board at the core of their actions in 
this region. I warmly invite you all to follow these 
key discussions via webstreaming.  
17 -18 DECEMBER – MEETING AGENDA IN 
BRIEF 
 Best legal and institutional mechanisms for 

gender equality - public hearing  
 2011 discharge - European Institute for Gender 

Equality (EIGE) - consideration of draft opinion 
 2011 discharge: EU general budget, Section III, 

Commission - consideration of draft opinion 
 Transposition and application of Council Directive 

2004/113/EC implementing the principle of equal 
treatment between men and women in the access 
to and supply of goods and services - 
consideration of draft report 

 UNFPA annual State of the World report - 
presentation 

 Impact of the economic crisis on gender equality 
and women's rights - consideration of draft report 

 Preparation of the multiannual financial 
framework regarding the financing of EU 
cooperation for African, Caribbean and Pacific 
States and Overseas Countries and Territories for 
the 2014-2020 period (11th European 
Development Fund) - consideration of draft 
opinion 

 The situation of women in North Africa - 
consideration of draft report 

 Violence against women - consideration of oral 
question with resolution 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON 
 Advancing Development Through Trade - 

adoption of amendments 
Date: Monday, 17 December, 15.30-18.30 and 
Tuesday, 18 December, 9.00-12.30 
Venue: Altiero Spinelli building, Room 1G3, 
Brussels 

Live web streaming of the meeting here.  
 

BEST LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL 
MECHANISMS FOR GENDER EQUALITY  

FEMM committee will 
hold a public hearing to 
discuss about the 
possible implementation 
of the best legal and 

institutional 
mechanisms for gender 
equality in the EU, 
originating from the 
idea of the "most 
favoured European 
woman clause". 
Renowned experts will 
present their views and 
Members will join the 
debate. The hearing is 

open to the public. Please click for the draft 
programme and the registration information.  

IMPACT OF THE ECONOMIC CRISIS ON 
GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS  
Consideration of draft report 
Rapporteur: Elisabeth Morin-Chartier (EPP) 

The direct effects of the crisis in 
the economy, labour market, 
financial market and social 
structures also have an impact on 
gender equality. Therefore a 
systematic gender analysis of the 
crisis is essential in order to 
develop the correct policies and 
growth strategies; furthermore it 

is of utmost importance to ensure that women 
equally benefit from new jobs, investments and 
social infrastructure. In the same context it is also 
crucial to look at the role of women as agents of 
change, particularly their role in political and 
economic decision making. The Rapporteur 
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therefore, examines the longer term effects of the 
crisis on gender equality and proposes 
recommendations in connection with the issues 
identified. This report is also connected to the 
theme of the International Women's Day in the EP 
in March 2013.  

THE SITUATION OF WOMEN IN NORTH AFRICA  
Consideration of draft report 
Rapporteur: Silvia Costa (S&D) 

The instrumental role of women in 
the fight for democracy in 
Northern Africa is widely 
acknowledged. Nevertheless, one 
year after the so-called "Arab 
Spring", some concerns have 
arisen regarding their situation in 
the political and socio-economic 
spheres. The draft report follows 
up a public hearing on the same 

topic held in June and a recent delegation visit of 
FEMM committee Members to Tunisia. The 
Rapporteur gathers the input from these preceding 
activities in four chapters: women's rights in 
general, women's participation in decision-making, 
women's empowerment and European 
Neighbourhood Policy and EU action.  

TRANSPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF 
COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 2004/113/EC 
Consideration of draft report 
Rapporteur: Zita Gurmai (S&D) 

Council Directive 2004/113/EC 
addresses aspects related to 
discrimination based on sex 
outside the labour market. This 
Directive prohibits both direct and 
indirect discrimination based on 
sex in the access to and supply of 
goods and services. The scope of 
the Directive also extends to the 

insurance services, which recently came in the 
limelight, due to the well known Test-Achats 
judgment.  
The draft report intends to provide a general 
overview about the implementation of the Directive 
and to underline the Rapporteur's views on the 
problems encountered and the possible solutions in 
view of overcoming the respective difficulties in the 
future. 

PREPARATION OF THE MFF REGARDING THE 
FINANCING OF EU COOPERATION FOR 
AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC STATES 
AND OVERSEAS COUNTRIES AND 
TERRITORIES FOR 2014-2020  
Consideration of draft opinion 
Draftsperson: Mariya Gabriel (EPP) 

Most of EU development aid is delivered to African, 
Caribbean and Pacific countries through the 
European Development Fund and not through the 
general EU budget. Therefore the European 
Parliament is not involved in the decision. The 

report of the DEVE committee is the only way to 
give political guidance to the Commission and the 
Members States which ultimately decide on the 
amount and the breakdown of the aid. Obviously 
EU bilateral development aid to ACP countries is of 
utmost importance for the women in these 
countries, therefore FEMM decided to draft an 
opinion to this report, raising the gender aspects.  

2011 DISCHARGE - EU GENERAL BUDGET AND 
EIGE 
Consideration of draft opinions 
Draftsperson: Minodora Cliveti (S&D) 

One of the two draft opinions takes stock of the 
implementation of the budget of the EU from a 
gender perspective, based on the European Court 
of Auditors' annual report. The second draft 
opinion examines the implementation of the 2011 
budget of the Gender Institute.  

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
Consideration of oral question with resolution 
The committee will discuss an oral question with a 
resolution for the February Plenary on the subject 
of violence against women. The oral question and 
the resolution would serve as guidance for the 
FEMM delegation travelling to the UN CSW57 in 
March 2013. 

UNFPA ANNUAL STATE OF THE WORLD 
REPORT  
Presentation 

The Director of the UNFPA 
Brussels Office, will present the 
annual State of World Population 
report of the United Nations 
Population Fund to the FEMM 
committee. The presentation will 
be followed by questions and 
remarks from the Members.  

GENDER MAINSTREAMING AMENDMENTS 
At their current meeting the committee will adopt 
so called "gender mainstreaming amendments" to 
be directly tabled to the report of other 
committees, under the concept of gender 
mainstreaming in the work of EP committees. 
Amendments to the following report will be 
adopted:  
 Advancing Development Through Trade (DEVE) 
 

Details of the next meeting 
21 January, 15.00 - 18.30, Brussels 
22 January, 9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30 
Brussels 
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