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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR 
Mikael Gustafsson 

FEMM committee will meet for the 
second time this year on 18 and 19 
February, with a very diverse 
agenda. We foresee the adoption of 
three reports on important topics. 
The report on the transposition and 
application of Directive 2004/113/EC 

does not only deal with the recent issue of gender-
based discrimination in the insurance sector, but 
also examines other areas within the scope of the 
Directive, such as the situation of equality bodies. 
The importance of the report dealing with the 
situation of women in North Africa is obvious, given 
the current political environment in the area 
concerned, and this report is also a conclusion of a 
recent delegation visit to Tunisia and a public 
hearing held in the same subject. At last but not 
least, the adoption of the third report on the impact 
of the economic crisis on gender equality and 
women's rights is a very timely topic and it is also 
linked directly to the theme of the International 
Women's Day event in the European Parliament to 
be held on 7 March. Besides these crucial reports, 
we will also adopt the opinion on an Agenda for 
Adequate, Safe and Sustainable Pensions and will 
as well consider further draft opinions and 
amendments to other ongoing draft reports. I would 
also like to inform our readers that in the beginning 
of March I will head a delegation of committee 
Members to the 57th session of the UN Commission 
on the Status of Women to New York. In relation to 
this CSW session, the Parliament has just adopted a 
resolution on elimination and prevention of all forms 
of violence against women and girls.  
Thank you for following the work of the FEMM 
committee and supporting our work to promote 
women's rights and gender equality inside and 
outside the European Union! 
18 - 19 FEBRUARY – MEETING AGENDA IN 
BRIEF 
 Social housing in the European Union - 

consideration of draft opinion 
 Millennium Development Goals - defining the 

post-2015 framework - consideration of draft 
opinion 

 Women's rights in the Balkan accession countries 
- consideration of amendments 

 Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived - 
consideration of draft opinion 

 Educational and occupational mobility of women 
in the EU - consideration of amendments 

THE COMMITTEE WILL VOTE ON 
 Transposition and application of Council Directive 

2004/113/EC implementing the principle of equal 
treatment between men and women in the 
access to and supply of goods and services - 
adoption of draft report 

 The situation of women in North Africa - adoption 
of draft report 

 Impact of the economic crisis on gender equality 
and women's rights - adoption of draft report 

 An Agenda for Adequate, Safe and Sustainable 
Pensions - adoption of draft opinion 

Date: Monday, 18 February, 15.30-18.30 and 
Tuesday, 19 February, 10.00-12.30  
Venue: Paul-Henri Spaak building, Room 5B001, 
Brussels 

Live web streaming of the meeting here.  
 

EDUCATIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY 
OF WOMEN IN THE EU  
Consideration of amendments 
Rapporteur: Licia Ronzulli (EPP) 

The Rapporteur presented 
her draft report to the 
committee at its previous 
meeting, when the 
deadline for amendments 
was set as well. 103 
amendments were tabled 
to the original text, 

reflecting Members' great interest in the topic. In 
view of the vote at the next committee meeting, 
Members will now discuss the numerous 
amendments and then the Rapporteur may propose 
compromise amendments with the aim to ensure a 
broad support for the final text of the report.  

WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN THE BALKAN ACCESSION 
COUNTRIES  
Consideration of amendments 
Rapporteur: Marije Cornelissen (Greens/EFA) 

Following the discussion of the draft report at the 
previous committee meeting, Members will now 
consider the 102 amendments tabled to the 
Rapporteur's text. The vote on this report and the 
amendments is foreseen at the March committee 
meeting.  

http://www.facebook.com/�
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/57sess.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/57sess.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/pr/920/920726/920726en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/am/925/925366/925366fr.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/am/925/925366/925366fr.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/pr/922/922432/922432en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/femm/am/925/925345/925345en.pdf
mailto:femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/FEMM/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/femm/femm_20120604_1500_hearing.htm


SOCIAL HOUSING IN THE EUROPEAN UNION  
Consideration of draft opinion 
Draftsperson: Mojca Kleva Kekuš (S&D) 

Single mothers, young families and 
young people at the start of their 
career, as well as migrant women, 
disabled persons, women from 
minority groups and elderly are 
especially affected by the lack of 
social housing. In this context the 
draft opinion calls for - among 
other measures - increasing the 
number of affordable housing 

options and support women to achieve financial 
independence, by providing them with better 
conditions to reconcile work and family life.  

MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS - 
DEFINING THE POST-2015 FRAMEWORK  
Consideration of draft opinion 
Draftsperson: Anne Delvaux (EPP) 

The FEMM committee decided to contribute to the 
report of the DEVE committee on this subject, in 
order to ensure that the gender equality perspective 
remains a priority in the post-2015 MDG framework. 
The Draftsperson also calls for setting ambitious 
targets for women’s rights and gender equality.  

FUND FOR EUROPEAN AID TO THE MOST 
DEPRIVED  
Consideration of draft opinion 
Draftsperson: Marije Cornelissen (Greens/EFA) 

The Fund for European Aid to the Most Deprived is 
relevant to women for at least two reasons, argues 
the Draftsperson. Because women are 
overrepresented amongst the most deprived 
persons in the EU and because they still remain 
the main carers in families. The draft opinion 
formulates recommendations in this regard.  

IMPACT OF THE ECONOMIC CRISIS ON 
GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN'S RIGHTS  
Adoption of draft report 
Rapporteur: Elisabeth Morin-Chartier (EPP) 

At its previous meeting the committee discussed the 
179 amendments tabled to the draft report. In the 
light of that discussion, the Rapporteur proposed 
several compromise amendments which, together 

with the original text and the amendments will be 
subject to a vote. Once the final report is adopted 
it will also serve as background to the 
International Women's Day event in the EP (see 
below) and the Plenary discussion in the March 
Strasbourg session.  

TRANSPOSITION AND APPLICATION OF 
DIRECTIVE 2004/113/EC IMPLEMENTING THE 
PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL TREATMENT BETWEEN 
MEN AND WOMEN IN THE ACCESS TO AND 
SUPPLY OF GOODS AND SERVICES  
Adoption of draft report 
Rapporteur: Zita Gurmai (S&D) 

The Rapporteur presented her draft report to the 
committee at its meeting in December, when a 
deadline for amendments was set as well. 
Members tabled 30 amendments to the draft 
report, which will now be voted together with 
compromise amendments proposed by the 
Rapporteur.  

THE SITUATION OF WOMEN IN NORTH AFRICA  
Adoption of draft report 
Rapporteur: Silvia Costa (S&D) 

The presentation of the draft report and the 
consideration of the 171 amendments took place in 
previous FEMM meetings, and the subject was 
always followed with great interest in the 
committee. In order to obtain a broadly supported 
text, the Rapporteur proposed and negotiated 
compromise amendments. Members will now 
proceed to the adoption of the report on this very 
current topic.  

AN AGENDA FOR ADEQUATE, SAFE AND 
SUSTAINABLE PENSIONS  
Adoption of draft opinion 
Draftsperson: Regina Bastos (EPP) 

FEMM committee will vote on the text of the draft 
opinion, the 75 amendments tabled  and the 
compromise amendments proposed by the 
Draftsperson. The final opinion of the committee will 
be sent to the EMPL committee.  

Details of the next meeting 
20 March, 9.00 - 12.30, 15.00 - 18.30, Brussels 

 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY 2013 - 7 MARCH 

 

According to the previous years' tradition, the International Women's Day will be 
celebrated in the frame of an Interparliamentary Committee Meeting in the 

European Parliament with the participation of National Parliaments, which will take 
place on 7 March 2013 in the European Parliament in Brussels. 

The theme of this year's meeting is 
"Women's Response to the Crisis". 

The meeting will be open to the public. Further details and registration information 
will follow in the upcoming special issue of the FEMM newsletter, committee 

webpage and facebook page. 
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