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Reding drops gender quota proposal
By Ian Wishart  -  23.10.2012 / 17:50 CET

Plan postponed because of lack of support within European

Commission

Lack of support from fellow commissioners has forced Viviane Reding, the

European commissioner for justice, fundamental rights and citizenship, to

drop plans for legally enforceable quotas for the proportion of women on

listed company boards.   

In a sign of the divisions with the European Commission, Reding took the

unusual step of singling out the colleagues who had offered her “strong

support”.   

The decision came after a private meeting of commissioners in Strasbourg

this afternoon (23 October).

Reding said that she would attempt to make a proposal on the issue again

next month, but this is likely to be a substantially watered-down version.  

She has been trying for months to win support for her plan for companies to

ensure that they have 40% of women on their boards by 2020, with fines for

firms that do not comply with the rules, but there has been strong opposition

from within the Commission and from member states.   

The commissioner refused to drop her plans despite a letter sent last month

to her and to José Manuel Barroso, the president of the European

Commission, by nine national governments calling for a re-think.   

Reding took to Twitter, the social networking site, after the meeting this

afternoon, to say that Barroso, along with Antonio Tajani, the commissioner

for industry, Olli Rehn, the commissioner for economic and monetary affairs,

Joaquín Almunia, the commissioner for competition, Michel Barnier, the

commissioner for the internal market, László Andor, the commissioner for

employment, social affairs and inclusion, and Andris Piebalgs, the

development commissioner, were “strongly supporting me on an ambitious

directive”.   
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